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On October 16, 2026, the Department of the Blind and Visually Impaired (DBVI) and the Vermont
Association for the Blind and Visually Impaired (VABVI) will celebrate White Cane Awareness Day by
honoring Anne Connelly’s pioneering walk with her guide dog, Betty. Anne, the Vermont Association
forthe Blind’s first teacher and field representative, brought Vermont its first trained guide dog in 1930
and its first white cane in 1931. Both were cutting edge assistive technology tools of that time. On
January 6, 1930, Anne stepped out of her home on Pearl Street and walked to her office at City Hall
with Betty guiding her. It was the first time Anne had traveled in Vermont without another person’s
assistance—and the first time Vermonters had seen a trained guide dog. Though such a sight may
seem ordinary today, it was new and remarkable to the crowd that followed Anne and Betty. Their
short walk through Burlington helped demonstrate that people with disabilities can live and work
independently as equal members of society. It was a short walk but one that had a lasting impact on
every person living with a disability in Vermont. Anne’s lived experience with blindness shaped the
statewide program that developed over a century and is now delivered through DBVI and VABVI’s
century-long partnership. Please join us at 10 a.m. on October 16 at 200 Pearl Street (across the
street from the Ronald McDonald House) for a commemorative walk to City Hall. The walk is a 4 mile.
If you choose not to walk, arrive at the Sharon Bushor room in City Hall at 10. When the walkers arrive,
a program about the forthcoming Burlington History and Culture Center will follow with light
refreshments.
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